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REMARKS 

The examiner has determined tot, after reviewing to applicauon, a furtor reaction of 

the application is required- 

The examiner has reshided the daims to five groups: group l eouanung clam* 1-2 . 
^ „, contain* . data 29; group m. conrahnng claims 30-32; group IV, contammg chum 3; 
^ U V, chaining data 34. AppUOnts elect, win. traverse, group H. contauung claun 32. 

Upon dedion of one of to groups I-V, the examiner requires Applied to dee, on. of 
^M.**-****™™--***- Applicants elect, with traverse, species F, 
representing Figure 6. 

It is unclear how to dec, one of species A-F when Applicants have decKd group B. The 
enrf^diments shown in the figures vary with regard to fearures that are no, specified „ claun 29. 

Zu^l rai srnean.uu«tteinina ti »gel. m ^asred K din=laim29 > is«,esamem 

Likewise to inmadng element in the detonators shown t> Figures M is the same as the 
UunatingelententusedinFigures 1 and2. Thedav^sr.wnmFiS-SisuKS^asa., 
shown in Figure 1 except that it does not include a delay element (lol and metal tube (16). 
These however, are not features of to Moating potion of Figure 1. 

fo, to W e ofbase charge which is used. However, the base charge is no, a component of the 

initiating element 

Whhrespec, » Figure 5, this device is similar* to, shown in Figure 2 except tot to 
ta. charge has been removed. Again, the initiating dement, as recned in claim 29, does not 
include a base charge as a component thereof 

Wtth respect to F^ure 6, to device shown is similar to that shown « F.gure 4 (and thus 
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Claim 29 mentions a transition portion as an optional component, but this feature only 
peripherally relates to the examiner's election requirement. 

Therefore, under the circumstances, it is inappropriate for Applicants to make a selection 
from the species A-F representing Figures 1-6. 

Upon election of one of the groups A-F, the examiner requires Applicants to elect one of 
species a-c, representing the embodiments wherein the confinement sleeve is steel, copper, and 
stainless steel, respectively. Applicants elect, with traverse, species a, representing the. 
embodiment wherein the confinement sleeve is steel. 

The examiner originally required a furtlier election of species i-v. However, after 
discussing this election with the examiner via a telephone conference on September 8, 2004, the 
examiner agreed that this election of species only applies when groups I, in or IV are elected. 
Since Applicants elected group H, this election in inapplicable. 

The examiner further required applicants to elect a single species for three additional 
elements. For the initiating portion power explosive listed in claim 2, Applicants elect, with 
traverse, PETN; fox the initiating portion high bum-rate pressurizing initiator material from those 
listed in claim 5, Applicants elect, with traverse, potassium picrate; and for the initiating portion 
additional material from those listed in claim 18, Applicants elect, with traverse, explosives. 
After these elections, claim 29 remains for consideration by the examiner. 
Applicants respectfully traverse this election/restriction requirement. An examiner may 
require Applicants to elect a species when an application contains generic claims. However, the 
examiner must make this requirement in the first action on the application containing the generic 
claim. See 37 CFJL§ 1.146. The first action in this application was mailed on September 27, 
2002, where the Office made an election/restriction requirement Since then, there have been 
three other actions (not including the outstanding one) made by the Office on this application. In 
two of these action, allowable subject matter was found. Therefore, it is improper for the Office 
to make an additional requirement at this relatively late stage of the prosecution. 

Additionally, the general purpose of an election-of-species requirement is to assist the 
examiner with the search. SeeMPEP§809- In this case, a complete search has already been 
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undertaken by the examiner. Therefore, the propose of having Applicants elect a species 
been obviated by the Office's progression of the prosecution of this application. 

Accordingly, for at least these reasons. Applicants believe this election/restriction 
requirement to be improper, unnecessary and respectfully traverse this requirement. 



Pillsbury Winthrop, LLP 

P.O. Box 10500 

McLean, VA 22102 

General Telephone No.: 703.905-20OO 

General Facsimile No.: 703-905.2500 



Respectfully submitted, 
Pdjlsbury Winthrop LLP 



Date: October 13, 2004 




3048S808V2 



PAGE 6/6 « RCVD AT 10/13/2004 5:28:19 PM [Eastern Dayllghi Time] « SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/3 * DNIS:8729306 « CSID:703 905 2500 « DURATIOII 0nm-ss):01 ^0 



